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From the Gospel Visitant. 
POCTRINE ACCORDING TO GODLLNESS. 


Notwithstanding the many opinions, aud unhappy 
contentions, on the subject of doctrine which have serv- 
ed to agitate and disanite the professors of Christianity, 
it is believed that the doctrine which is according to 
sodlivess may be easily learned, if the mind can. be- 
come sufficiently detached from the vain speculations 
of echoolmen, to attend to a few of the many less ws | 
which the scriptures furnish by EXAMPLES of godli- 
nets. In attempting to throw some light on this im-| 
portant subject, examples have been chosen, because | 
they communicate instraction in the most simple, and | 
at the same time, most energetic manner. The kind 
-eeatmen. which Jacob received from his brother Esau, ! 
isa striking example of godliness. On account of the 
injury which he did to Esau, in obtaining his birth- 
right, and supplanting him in respect to the blessing, 
‘acob had great apprehension not only for his own, but 
likewise for the the safety ofhis wives, children, and 
his extensive property, when he found his brother was 
coming to meet him with fourhandred men. It would 
be in vain to attempt a description of those feelings 
which must have agitated the mind of the father and 
husband o:. this memorable occasion. The unkindness 
of Jacob in former times, to his brother, now wrought 
a sensible conviction in his mind, and presented his 
injured brother to his imagination, infuriate with vin- 
dietive justice. There was no way to escape ; to re- 
sist was impracticable ; he must now submit to the 
pleasure of an injured brother. His first endeavour | 
was to appease the wrath of Esan with a liberal dona- | 
tion from his flocks and herds ; but as he had bnt a! 
faint hope that the anger which he felt, would by this | 
means he turned away, bis next calculation was, soto} 
dispose his wives and children, that should evil befal| 
any of them, he might possibly secure by flight, those 
which were the most dear to himself. Having made | 
these arrangements, he passed over before his numer-| 
ous family to meet his brother, and bowed himself to 
the grovod seven times, until he came near to Esan, | 
who ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on 
his neck,and kissed him; and now the tide of tender sym- 
pathies and fraternal affection vents itselfin tears. The 
offender, freely forgiven and kindly accepted, in his! 
plea to urge his brother to accept his present, said, “I 
pray thee, if now | have found grace in thy sight, then 
receive my present at my hand ; for therefore | have 
seen thy face, as though I had seen the face of God,and 
thou wast pleased with me.” 

By this example of godliness, we may learn many 
valuable ideas, and obtain a clear understanding of the 
nature of the doctrine which is of God. 

We learn, Ist. That it is natural for guilt to deceive 
the mind, and to create fears which are not founded in 
truth. 2d. We learnthat to forgive, is according to 
Godliness. 3d. We learn that the spirit of Godliness 
(oes not require substitution or vicarious suffering in 
room of the offender. The opinion that God could 
hot, consistent with divine justice, forgive the sins of 
mankind,without first satisfying vindictive justice inthe 
sufferings of a substitute, isrefated by the example of 
Godliness which we have now under consideration. 

If Esau had entertained the scrupulous homage for 
vindictive vengeance, which our Christian doctors 
have so zealously maintained, he would have been | 
likely to make a sovereign division. He might have 
said to his brother, Though lam merciful, yet I must | 
be just ; and the penalty due to your crimes must fall | 
© some devoted victim. I will be gracious to yon ; | 
wn and a few of your household shall rejoice in my fa-,| 
feel but the greater part of your family are doomed to_ 
bef my vengeance, and must expire under my wrath | 
oe ore your eyes, among which I have decreed the lot | 
cnet beloved Rachel and her darling. son. But} 
toy och conduct have been according to Godli- | 
pote : urely it would not. But why did not Esau 
ae ite his wrath on his own son, making him a sub- 

ute for Jacob? For two reasons atleast. Ist. He 

ad no wrath to execute ; and 2d. If he had, he 
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We have a similar example of Godliness in the con- 
i duet of Joseph towards ‘his brethren, who for envy 
‘soldhim. Ata moment when every cloud that. could 
‘contribute to the gloominess of the scene which sur- 
‘rounded these confounded, self-condemned brethren, 
had condensed to palpable darkness, the face of 
Joseph, like the son in his majesty, broke through the 
gloom with a flood of mercy, which communicated par- 





trines and conymandments of men. While the Way of 
life and salvation is represented by the wisdom ofthis 
world as involving the absurdities ofan infinite penalty 
and vicarious punishment, vindictive justice and_etec- 
nal wrath, partial goodness in an infinite Bein: , and 
the infinite sin of a finite being, the scriptures furnish 


us with multiplied examples and testimonies all going’ 


to prove and enforce the propriety and necessity of the 
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don and forgiveness. | forgiveness of sins, without giving the least. counte- 
As Benjamin was bot an infant at the time Joseph nance to. the extravagant doctrine of divine, penalty 
was sold, he could have had no hand in the wickedness | and vicarious sufferings. 
of his brethren ; it was natural enough therefore, for; Ifthe father of the prodigal had subjected his son to 
Joseph to treat this brother With tenderness, and we the penalty of a most cruel death, but had covenanted 
are informed that ‘the fell. upon his brother Kenjamin’s | with his elder son, (who said he had nevertransgressed 
neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck.’’ | his father’s commands) to suffer this penalty in room 
Here there. was nothing to prevent the reciprocation | and stead of the disobedient, the case would then af- 
of fraternal affections ; in.the bosom of Benjamin no ford some support to the doctrine so much celebrated 
guilty conscience gnawed, no unextinguished envy | in the Christian church, of Jesus being PUNIS@ED tor 
bnrned. But-this was not. the case with- the-elder | the sins of mankind. 
brethren. They felt the mighty weight of guidt upon | To the foregoing examples we may add some of the 
them’; they apprehended that the judgments of Heav-| divine requirements which are binding ov us-as Chris- 
en had inreality overtaken them, and when Joseph de- |tiavs. “I say unto you, love your enemies, blessthem 
clared himselfto them, they “‘could not answer him, that curse you, do good to them that hate you, aud pray 
for they were troubled at his presence.” What could | for them that despitefully use you, and persecute you.”’ 
these self-condemned brethren expect from Joseph, | It seems proper 'to remark, that while this divine. in- 
whom they sold? What would the wisdom of this world | junction strictly forbids the exercise of wrath towards 
award these offenders? Now was the day of jadgment | an enemy, and while it suggests nothing concerning oor 
come, now they await the final sentence. Hark! hear requiring the innocent to suffer any PENALTY for the 
the meHing language of meek mercy: ‘And Joseph said guilty, whereby we may be justified in doing good to 
unto his brethren, come near unto me, | pray you; and | them that hate us, it is enjoined upon us that we may 
they came near. And he said, 1 am Joseph your broth | be the children of our Father who is in heaven. Is 


et, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now therefore, be not 
grieved, norangry with yourselves, that ye sold me 
hither ; for God did send me before you, to preserve 
life.” In the place where it is said, ‘the fell upon his 
brother Benjamin’s neck and wept,” it is added, ** More- 
over, he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them.” 

Here we are presented with agodly example, and 
hy this example we may learn the doctrine which is ac- 
cording to godliness. In this example we find no 
wrath, no vengeance, no vindictive justice ; no awful 
penality to be inflicted on some substitute, that the 


guilty might go free. No: nor can we discover the pru- 


dence so much studied in our times, to provide against 
licentiousness by keeping people ignorant of the truth. 
Without the least fear of their making a bad use of his 


‘mercy, Joseph communicated all the soul-animating 


truths which were treasured up in his impartial love; 
nor have we any reason to believe that this display of 
grace ever induced them fo sin. 

Another very interesting example of godliness is set 
forth in our blessed Saviour’s parable of the prodigal 
son. After having travelled in the road of dissipation 
until he arrived at that ruin and want which are cal- 
culated to correct the madness and folly of the trans- 
gressor, and bring him to serious and profitable reflec- 
tions, this profligate youth came to himself, and formed 
the resolution to return to his father ; not however 
with an expectation of being received as a son, but 
with a hope, that although he was po more worthy of 
this high privilege, it might consist with the pleasure of | 


this requirement according to godliness? If so, its 
doctrine is likewise according to godliness... We are 
here taught that God loves his enemies, that he bles- 
ses them who curse him, that he does good to them that 
hate him, and is ready to answer prayers for those who 
are spiteful against him, and who persecute his. ser- 
vants. St. Peter was desirous ta know of ‘his divine 
master, how far it was proper to extend this duty of 
forgiveness. He therefore asked Jesus as. follows : 
‘* Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and 
| forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him 

I say vot unto thee, until seven times, but until seven: 
ty times seven.”? 

Here is another injunction according. to godiiness, 
and is, by no means, unfruitful in doctrine. Let us 
compare the doctrine of our blessed Saviour, clearly 
communicated in the above injunction, with that mys 
terious notion of our Christian Doctors, that the one: 
single offence of Adam involved him and all mankind 
in a penally of endless misery.". Would it not be dif- 
ficult to find two sentiments more opposed to each other 
, than the two here compared? According to» the doc; 
.trine of Jesus, Adam might have been forgiven seven- 
|ty times seven offences, without ‘violating the. {rue 
principles of godliness. But, without a substitute to 

suffer an infinite penalty, our doctors have supposed 
that God could not forgive even one sin! not congid- 
| ering that this penal suffering refutes the forgiveness 
| Of sins and denies the doctrine of divine mercy. 
The following direction, given by St.” Paul, is evi- 





his father to grant him the privilege ofan hired servant. | dently according to godliness. ‘et all bitterness. and 
For this, and for nothing more, did this half perished | wrath, and anger, and clamour and evil speaking, bé 


| shoes on his feet, and his father’s ring on his hand; 


child of want earnestly pray. Trembling with fear, 
and waiting for an answer, what must have been his 
surprise, when he heard the gracious mandate which 
ordered him to be clothed with the best robe, with 


which directed the preparations of festivity and joy 
which welcomed his return to the mansions of peace 
and plenty. 

This example of godliness was designed by the Say- 
jour to justify his own conduct in receiving sinners and 
eating with them, and may safely be relied on as ex- 
hibitinge correct sentiments in the doctrine which is ac- 
cording to Godlivess. The elder brother of the re- 
turned prodigal, it is true, found fault with his father’s 
mercy shown to the unworthy, but the father justified 
himself and said, “It was meet that we should make 
merry and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and 
is alive again: was lost, and is found.”’ 


putaway from you,with all malice ; and be ye kind one 
. to another, tender hearted, forgiving one another even 
,as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” : * 
Here we are directed not only to put away every 
temper which is contrary to the spirit of Jove, hut aj-o 
to forgive one another even as God for Christ's éaire 
hath forgiven us. That we may comply with this re- 
quisition, it is necessary to understand the principles 
of the rule laid down, for we are to forgive as God for- 
gives. Ifour heavenly Father could not, consistently 
with godliness, forgive our sins,until they were penally’ 
answered for by our substitute, then if our brother sin 
against us, we may not forgive until revenge hath’ 
heen taken onasubstitate. Surely if this doctrine of 
vicarious suffering be according to godliness, it is as 
much our duty at least ta practise it, as to believe it 
But such a practice would be unjust, unmerciful, in- 
human, and therefore ungodly, ' 





The doctrive taught by this and the former examples 
isas free from any mystery as it is contrary to the doc- 


Will any ask, what is meant by God’s forgiy; 
“7 _* -? : givin u ] 
for Christ's sake? Answer—In scripture langange, 
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Christ is God's covenant containing all his promises; ltians have supposed was sent of God totake upon him- 
therefore, agreeably to his covenant, aud in fulfilment) self the punishment which they deserved to endure, 
of bis promises, he forgives our sins. |has caused to be left on nearly every page of the New 

“But this thall be the covenant that 1 will make | Testament, bis positive declarations, that he would re- 
with the house of Israe): after those days, saith the | ward every man according to his works. Not only did 
Lord, 1 will put my law iv their inward parts, and | he, with all the authority of his divine mission, inform 
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and | the Jews that their wickedness would be visited upon 
they shall be my people. And they shall teach vo | them immediately, but he constantly warned his own 
more every man his neighbor, and every man his broth- | disciples of his fixed purpose in dealing with them ac- 


er, saying, know the Lord ; for they shall all know me, ‘cording to their faithfulness of unfaithfulness in his! 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith) cause. What is here observed is too evident to need | 


the Lord; for | will forgive their iniquity, and I will ja single quotation; its truth will be acceded to by 
remember their sing no moré.”” This plain statement |every reader. How then shall we support the notion 
of the covenant of God, made by his servant Jeremiah, | that Jesus came to suffer the punishments due to our 
gives no intimation that God was going to punish sins, that we might not suffer them? 
the innocent in room of the guilty, before he forgave | ‘That glorious doctrine which is according to godli- 
their iniquities. ness, teaches us that Jesus came to save us from sins ; 
The words of Jesus to those who opposed him, are it teaches us to deny ungodliness aud worldly lusts, 
direct to the argument under consideration. “But if, to live soberly, righteously and godly in this world. — 
ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, | This doctrine teaches us to love our enemies as God 
aud not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the | loved us, while we were enemies to him, to do good to 
guiltless.” our enemies, as he has always done good to us, and al- 
- How very different from this, is that doctrine which | ways will, notwithstanding we have disobeyed his 
teaches, that before God could have mercy, he was) wise, his kiud, his fatherly requirements. H. B. 
under the necessity of condemning to indescribable tor- | 





| der in the wide world, without a place to lay your head, 
| frequently enduring the pangs of hungér, and when 
overtaken by death, scarcely finding & friend to open 
your grave, and grant your body the rites of burial. — 
Then, to say the least, you owe gratitude to those whic 
here warm, and feed you with their charity. And not 
only so, but the goodness of Almighty God, which pro- 
mises us eternal salvation beyond the shores of time, 
admonishes us to do our duty. And what less can we 
think of doing iv return for so great love, than to obey 
the divine commandments, which require us to leve 
God and all mankind ? 

My friends, we never need to fear of loosing our re- 
| ward for being virtuous and upright. We all desire 
| happiness, and if we would be happy, we must be vir- 
' tuous—but would we be miserable, only engage in ini- 
quity, and misery will soon involve us in its torment. 
But let us all be wise unto salvation. Let us all deal 
justly, &c. then, whether we be poor or rich, the gifis 
of heavenly peace will rejoice our hearts, and with 
the christian’s hope we shall willingly obey the grand 
summons of death, and finally find acceptance at the 
right hand of God. ‘That this may be the happy lot of 
us all isthe humble prayer of your servant. 








ment, the innocent Jesus! And yet our Christian doc- 
tors have laid this doctrine of condemning the innocent | 
and clearing the guilty thereby, as the foundation of} (=The concluding part of a discourse, delivered be- 
the christian hope. ‘They have carried this idea to the | fore the poor, in the town of S$ , by B. W. 
extravagance of supposing, that on account of the suf- | 
ferings of Jesus, God was reconciled to the sinner ; not | 
considering that the death of Jesus for mau was de- 
signed to recommend the love of God, wherewith he | heed ante Jone Warp, tect yee a under the condem- 
loved us, while we were yet enemies. nation of wickedness. That God will by no means 
But in room of affording any foundation for our hope. clear the guilty, is the testimony of divine truth, If 
this doctrine presents no principle on which hope can | °4 hearts or hands indulge ip iniquity, we cannot es- 
rest. For surely, a Being who could satisfy his vin- | “*P® a just punishment ; ere always lies in the path 
dictive wrath by inflicting indescribable punishment, | °! the transgressor. q he subject to which we have at- 
or rather torture, on one in whom there was no guile, tended proves that the wicked are Shed with fear, and 
is not a being in whom hope can find a resting place re ieetet me thins “teen geek pongh frequently 
for the sole of her foot. j they may wear the appearance of cheerfulness, and 


This doctrine, wholly of human contrivance, which | seemingly care but little about their crimes, yet be- 
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In dedicating our discourse to the tenants of this 
house, you will suffer a word of exhortation. Take 
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REMARKS ON ROY”. Il. 12, 


‘“\Foras many as have sinned without law shallalso perish 
without law ; and as many as have sinned in the law 
shall be judged by the law.” ; 
It is one’s life to keep the commandments of God: 

therefore those who have not those commandments 

necessarily perish in their ignorance. Query. Will 
such perSons be brought before the bar of God in judg- 
ment hereafter? If so, by what rule or law will they 
be judged. Will they be judged by no rule, or law, 
while others are judged by the law? Must not that 
be unjust judgment thatis passed without law ? 

2. Seeing that those who have sinned in the Jaw shall 
be judged by the Jaw, it is a mattgr of consequence to 





would lead us to expect the favor of God through the | lieve sae thet bensts aap Wat af test. Who of you | 
medium of the penal sufferings of the innocent Jesus, is | would willingly stand in the place of bim whose hand 


partly, at least, founded on the mistaken notion that | is all but a wurderer’s hand, and who but a few days | 


man deserves an endless unmerciful punishment for his | *8° was taken from among yO", aud will shortly have | 
sine; when the fact is, God has never threatened his to answer for his crime before the bar of public justice ? 
’ . ; ° . ° ke 

creature with any punishment which is not design- Lio you believe he is free from the tears of the wicked ? 
ed for his benefit, to reclaim, bring to repentance Do you believe his mind is at peace, a yi he chet 
and reconciliation. Nor is it conceivable. how an in- |'P@ Prospects befors nie weneges 3 _ of you 
finitely wi8e and good Being, who is justly styled our | WOUld exchange places with a H. aud a W., who are | 
Father who is in heaven, could award any punishment | 2° suffering tor their sins, one of whom was once of 
to his disobedient offspring, which was not designed for | Your pumber. _ Are not here evidences gone forth from 
the benefit of such as should be exercised by it. The |@moug you that the way of the transgressor is hard? 
punishment with which an earthly Father threatens And are not here solemn admonitions for us all to guard 
his child, is designed to promote the same objects for | #8ainst iniquity? Look where at will, and wherever 
which his benign precepts are enjoined ; and all such | You find wickedness you find misery. Misery is not 
punishment is fatherly correction, to which the child confined to the doors of the poor, but it is found within | 
has the same natural right, as to any thing which he the gates of the rich, if the rich are wicked. Better is 
has a right to expect from his parent. So far, there- | 't to be poor and virtuous, than rich and vicious. Too 
fore, from its being a favor to the disobedient, not to| often is it the case, however, that the poor are reduc- 
be punished according to their works of demerit, it ed to poverty by their wickedness —Many large estates 
would be robbing the offspring of God of an essential | have been squandered by drankeuness. My friends, 
part Of their paternal inheritance. it is hoped you will profit by what has been communi- 

From these evident considerations, it is plainly seen, | ated, and instead of sending forth such examples of 
that man, in his most sinful and alienated state,| Wickedness as we have named, strive each one to 
never stood in need of a Saviour to save him from the |'™®ke this house a nursery of christianity,—let the ag- 
just and necessary chastisement which sin required. |¢4 and middie aged be patterns of virtue, that the 

It isa mistake of such serious magnitude, that too} Young may be trained up in the nurture and admoni- 
much pains and labor cannot be devoted to the cor- tion of the Lord, and go forth into the world as choice 
rection of it; it isa mistake out of which innumerable | Plants from the garden of innocence, and that your- 
errors have arisen, and from which the most disacreea- selves may enjoy the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 
ble consequences have been prodaced; | mean the Are you virtuous, and do you peaceably conform to 
error in doctrine, which supposes that God sent his Son the wholesome regulations a tele house? your fellow- 
into oar world to suffer the punishment of our sins, to | °¥osmen will delight in supplying your wants and ad- 
appeare bis wrath towards us, and to exempt us from mivistering to your necessities. How much preierable 
receiving the due rewards of our iniquities is your situation to that of beggary. Were it natfor 
This ever-bleseed Son of the highest, who chris- or charity of your fellow-townsmen, you aust wan- 


> 











determine what the sanctions (so called) of the law 
are. See Deut. xxix. 27, “And the anger of the Lord 
was kindled against this land (the land of Judea) to 
bring upon zt (the lend) all the curses written in this 


|} book.”? So it seems that all the curses of the Jaw were 


to be suffered in this world, viz. in the land of Jadea. 
Well now suppose that those who sinned in this law 
shall be jadged by it in another world, how are they 
going to get back into the land of Judea to suffer its 
curses or sanctions? If they do not come back to the 
land of Judea, where all the curses of the law are, or 
rather were, to be experieuced, what will be the use 
of judging them according.to that law? It will cer- 
tainly be a useless ceremony, there being no sanctions 
of the law which are applicable in another world.— 
But if all the sanctions, or curses of the law apply in 
this world, and in the Jand of Judea, why might not 
the Jews, who had the law, have been judged in this 
world? What is the use of sending them into another 
world to be judged, and then sendivg them back to 
the land of Judea to be punished ? J. Brooks. 


— se a a 


DIED, 


In Hopkinton, Mss. on the 3d. inst. after a short ill- 
ness, Mr. Samuel Phipps, in the 68th year of his age.- 
in life respected, in death lamented, by his family, rel- 
atives, frieds and fellow-citizens. In his death was 
exemplified, that divine resignation, which never fails 
to attend an unshaken taith in the benevolence of the 
Deity, and a triumphant hope in immortality and eter- 
nal life beyond the grave. 

**God my Redeemer lives— 
And often from the skies ; 

Looks down and watches ali my dust, 
Till he shall bid it rise. 

Array’d in glorious grace, 
Shall these vile bodies shine, 

And every shape, and every face 
Look heavenly and diyine.’* 
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aoe FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. visible God, and the first-born of every creature ; or a 
NABLE HINT TO THE ORTHODOX sample of what all will be when restored by the pow- 
a SEASO ‘ , P 


er of the gospel. ‘‘In the most perfect of mere men. 
plabe: Sealeenccone Ps Tepe PSP best friends having | while there is much to respect and to commend, there 
got sight of an advantage, which seems to come witb- 


is ever a something to blame and to regret ; some fault 
jp your reach, and knowing the disadvantages under | of temper, some iuconsiderateness of expression, some 
which you have, for some time labored, cannot feel 


inconsistency of conduct. But in our divine Master ail 
that his whole duty is discharged if he should not ap-|is estimable, uniform and consistent. He presents one 
and the same character in solitude and in society, in 
the synagogue and in domestic retirement, at a mar- 
riage feast and before a tribunal ; displaying a native 
dignity unbiased by au infection of insolence, conde- 
scension pure from servility, fortitude: without feroc- 
iousness, sensibility without affectation, the sublimity 


of devotion, with the perfect ease of friendship.” 


prise you of it. 
You know how your enemies have succeeded in cir- 


cumventing your most artful manceuvres and thinning 
your ranks, by continually assailing you with the 
odious epithet of illiberal ; while at the same moment, 
they give to themselves the facinating charm of liber- 
ality. They contend that all who worship the same 
God and profess to believe in the name of the same 
Lord Jesus Christ, as Mediator and Saviour of men, 
ought to walk in fellowship, commune together and 
exercise that pure charity which would lead to an ex- 
change in ministerial services among the preachers of 
different denominations. This operates greatly to your; yy, My friend, your creed teaches that ‘God has 
disadvantage with public opinion ; for it isa fact which | ¢reordained whatsoever come to pass.» Do you be- 
any one may see, that whatever wears the favorable | jjeye jt? 
appearance of liberality prevails mightily over any, @¢, Certainly, I do. 
thing which lacks this commendation. Your Unila- | U. Your creed likewise teaches that God did not 
rian adversaries, while in fact they are not one mite j,aye ai] mankind iv a state of :in and misery to per- 
more liberal than you are, are fatienni:g themselves i.) forever: but out of his mere good pleasure he elect- 
at the expense of your leanness, and are swelling their 6g come to everlasting life. Do you believe that God 
already bulky sides, while you are growing iank a8 foreosdained some of his rational offspring to be born in 
death to pamper them. a state of sin and misery, and to remain in that state 
Now, brethren, why do you not step into the road to a} eternity ? 
before your enemies; and as you have often said that; (©, Yes, 1 do. 
you have more fellowship with the Unirersalists than! U. Do you think that any of those whom God fore- 
with the Unitarians, exchange with the Universalist ordained to eternal life, can miss of salvation? Or 
preachers, which your hypocritical adversaries dare that any of those whom he has foreordained to perish, 
not do. 
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A DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN A UNIVERSALIST AND A CALVINIST. 





‘Phen what will they say about liberality ?| can obtain salvation? 

Do this, brethren, and your old trusty friend will im-; ©, No, 1 do not. I believe what God has foreor- 
mediately ascend some eminence and lift up his voice ' dained, shall certainly come to pass, it cannot fail of 
like a trumpet, and proclaim orthodox luberalily to the taking place. 

four winds of heaven. H. B. U. Does God manifest any love ov compassion to 
those whom he has foreordained to endless sin and 
misery ? 

C. | cannot say that he does, except it be for a time 
while they livein this world. But these favors will 
Rev... Bétace,coBavansl\:af: vate debeedtnees Yaibe only aggravate their Gnal condemnation. — the 

ee ; ne preaching and praying which they may enjoy; ail the 
wished the Magazine contained some short pieces, as | : - , rs 4 ae 4 

| mercies of providence, and the means of grace will iu- 
crease their future misery. 

U. Should any earthly father, bring children into 

“The religion of the gospel is adapted to every pos- | existence for such an end, would it appear to be kind 
sible condition of life, for it is adapted to the vature of | and humane? 
man, who, with the variation ofa few circumstances, | C. We must not compare God to men. 
is the same universally, and in every age. There is| U. Shouid any earthly king or ruler treat his sub- 
the difference of color and speech, the differeuce of jects, as you reprcseut God treating his offspring. 
would you think him worthy of love or esteem? 

C. This is comparing God to men again: God is as 
and imperfections, with ali his capability of degrada- | much above men, as the heavens are above the earth. 
tion and. of improvement, with all his propensities to , God has a right to do what he will with his own crea- 
| tures. 

U. True. But is not God as good as he is great ? 
li he is exalted above the heavens in greatness and 
power, is he not as exalied in goodness? What good- 
painted those spots; but I cannot undo my own work, | bess Can you see in a king who trains up his subjects, 
He that is black, must, for me, continue black still, | with the design to send them into a foreign country; 
that which is spotted must be spotted still. But the | where they shall suffer all kinds of hardships and mise- 
grace of the gospel unfolds a mystery, which it is be- i ries, and finally die in the most cruel and barbarous 
yond the reach of nature to solve. It transforms that manuer? 
Which was a scarlet into the whiteness of snow, what| ©. God’s goodness is not like man’s. Mankind 
Was red like crimson, into the color of wool. “Can ought to have tender and humane feelings towards their 
these dry bones live? Yes, at the word and by the |felluow men. But God is not possessed of human feei- 
spirit ofthe Lord. Miracles like these, the spirit of 
Christ is exhibiting every day. Do we not see; O 
that the spectacle were more common! Do we not 
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EXTRACTS......No. I. 





they are much more easy to read than long ones. 
send a few to insert when there is room. O, 


climate an soil, the difference of high and low, of rich 
aud poor; but still it is man, with all his excellencies 


evil and to good. Christianity takes him up as he is, 
aud undertakes to wake bim what he ovght to be.— 
Can the Ethiopean chauge his color, or the leopard his 


spots? No, replies nature, I gave that color, and 





ings. 
U. I thought that you supposed that Christ was God, 
and that he had human nature, and of course human 
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U. But was he above divine affections? We read 
that God is love. Cana Being love and not possess 
affections? Are not divine affections or love, as strong, 
as kind, as compassionate as human affections 4 

C. Why yes. I should think so. But God will not 
‘save all mankind, that is certain; let him be ever so 

kind, and merciful. You need not think to make me 
believe such a pleasing, ruinous dectrine. 
U. Ido not wish to make you believe any thing but 

‘the trath. fit is true, that God is good to all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works,—do you not 
| wish to believe it? 
| ©. It cannot be true. It is contrary to all reason to 
suppose that God will save vile sinners, who have 
served the devil all their days, and died blaspheming 
their Maker. 

U. Do you not think that some of the elect have for 
a time been vile sinners, serving the devil witb a high 
hand, and blaspheming their Maker: who afterwards 
were converted from the evil of their waya, and saved 
| by God’s grace, through Jesus Christ ? 

C. No doubt of that. All the elect God will bring 
in, sooner or later, tis not possible that one of them 
can be lost eternally. God has loved them with an 
| everlasting love, and their sins cannot effect any 
| change in the heart of God. The erpatness of their 
sins, will only magnify the riches of God's grace. 

U. Then you suppose God’s love can save the great- 
est of sinners, consistently with divine justice, and to 
the glory of divine mercy ? 

C. Yes, } do. For God's love is infinite. If God 
is pleased, he can save the greatest sioner as easily as 
the least. 

U. Hf God can save great sinners, to the glory of 
his grace, will he not glorify his grace to the greatest 
degree? Why then will he not glorify his grace more, 
in saving all mankind, then in saving only a part. 

8. T. 
ee EL ARETE OTR EIS re 

Died in Newton, Edwin L. F., youngest child of Rev. 
T. G. Farnsworth, aged 1 year. 

So fades the lovely blooming flower, 
Frail, smiling solace of an hour ; 
So soon our transient comforts fly, 
And pleasures only bloom to die. 
TET PP Lr PTO OLS MLO | CTE PUPS TP OPP EAS 
The General Convention of Universalists, 
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Will meet at Hartland, Vt. on the third Wednesday, 
| of September inst. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
NOTES ON ISAIAH LIT. 6 


“4/1 we, like sheep, have gone astray.” 


1. Thispassage corroborates a fact which is often as- 
serted by the sacred writers, viz. that “tall have sin- 
ned.’ This fact serves to shew us that no one can 
boast of perfect righteousness ; and that, if men are to 
be punished in the future state for the sins they com- 
mit in this life, all must be miserable there in some 
degree. 

2. It shews that we have all gone astray like sheep, 
lhere is great beauty and truth in this comparison, as 
we shall see by noticing, 


1. That sheep run astray heedless!y,inconsiderately. 
The temptation presents itself, and in. a moment they 
have leaped the bounds of.the fold in order to obtain it. 
Mankind are as hasty. Who, when_he is going to 
commit a sin, stops to consider? Who inquires, will 
it be best for me todo it? Alas! very few, if any.— 
Truly did the apostle say, *‘their feet ave swifl to shed 
blood,”? How common. is it tor criminals when ce- 











see loftiness of station united to holiness of mind; a feelings: therefore he was willing to suffer and die to 


hard lot to a contended spirit ; the falness of this 
Would be the exceeding riches of the grace of God ?” 

The nature and excellency of the gospe) is most glo- 
Sously manifested in Christ, “who is the image of the in- 


save sinners, 

C. Ah: I did not think of that. 
Christ as man .had human feelings. 
Christ was above natural affection. 


I suppose that 
But as God, 








tected to wish that they had considered their ways and 
given heed to the advice of good men. 

2. Sheep stray from some fold. | wish to impress 
the idea upon the reader’s mind, that if they. did not 
belong to some fold, they could not go astray... Tho: 
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very idea that they go astray proves that they belong 
to some particular place. Isaiah does not say, all we, 
like lions and tygers, have gone astray. It is impossi- 
ble to conceive how a creature that has no home can | 
go astray. Now the fact that man goes astray, little as | 
some seem to consider it, proves that he belongs to the 
being from whom he is astray. Hence the very fact} 
which some wovld use to prove that men are the ex: | 
clasive possession of their imaginary devil, shews that | 
they rightfully belong to God alone. \When God | 
therefore, calls upon men to return, he asserts his | 
tight, he makes known the connexion existing between 
himself and sinners. ‘‘Return anto me, O backsliding 
children, for | am married anto you.” 

“He justly claims us for his own, 

Who bought us with a price.”’ 

3. Like sheep we have a kind shepherd to seek for | 
us and carry os back where we belong. The good 
shepherd goes after his lost sheep because he loves it ; 
and he does not retorn satisfied uniil he find it.— 
“What man of you having a hundred sheep, if he lose 
one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the 
wilderness, and go after that which is lost, until he find 
+t?” Luke xv. 4. So our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
shepherd and bishop of our souls, died for us because 
he loved ns, and “he shall see of the travail of his soul, 
and shall be satisfied.” 

4. Like sheep we need to be saved from our lost | 
state. The sheep is not saved from avy wrath or ven- 
geance in the shepherd; for if the shepherd had the 
disposition to injure it, he would not take the pains to | 
seek for it. So all the salvation which mankind need 
is a salvation from their lost condition,—a salvation 
from darkness, from ignorance and sin. How absurd 
is the Calvinistic notion, that God himself died to save 
his sheep from his own wrath and curse! The very 
fact that the scheme of redemption originated in the 
divine mind, proves that God is a friend to sinners.— 
There is no wrath in his mind from which we need to 
be saved. We need to be saved from nothing but 
what will injure us. 





God will never injure us. He 
has promised that “though he cause grief, yet wil) be | 
have compassion according !o the multitude of his! 
mercies. For he doth not affixct willingly nor grieve 
the children of men.”? We are not informed in the | 
scriptures that Christ died to save us from the wrath | 

! 





of God, and this is sufficient to shew that such a senti- | 
ment should be rejected: 
Let us always have a strong confidence in the good- | 
ness of God. Let us say with the poet, | 
‘The Lord my shepherd is, 
1 shall be well supplied ; 
Since he is mine and! am his, 
What cao | want beside.” 


RIcHARDs. 





FRIEND. 

A certain Philosopher was asked, what made a real | 
Friknp. He replied—**One soul in the two bodies.” 
Meaning, doubtless, two, who equally regard each 


other as themselves. 





Two lines useful to all, if reduced to practice. | 


“By work our long lived fathers earnt their food ; 
Toil strung their nerves, and purified their blood.” 





NEW ASSOCIATIO‘, 


The brethren in Chatauque and vicinity, met in con- | 
ference, on the 20th of July ult. and after organizing | 
themselves into a council, formed “The Chataugue | 
Association” —the first session of which is to be holden | 
in Ellicott, (N. ¥.) on the first Wednesday and Thurs- | 


day of September, 1826.—Ch. Int. 


For Sale at this Office, A Series of Lectures on the 
doctrine of Universal Benevolence. 
KNEELAND.—Price 75 cents. 
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A VERSION OF 
Ezexier XVII. 22, 23, 24. 


“Thus saith the Lord God ; Iwiil also take of the high- 
est branch of the high cedar, and will sei il ; Fivill 
crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one, 
and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent; 
in the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it : 
and il shall bring forth boughs. and bear fruil, and be 
e goodly exdar: and uxder i shail dwell all fowl of 
every wing ; 7n the shadow of the branches thereof 
shail they direll. And all the trees of the field shall 
know that Ithe Lord have braught down the high 
tree, hare exalted the low tree, hare dried up the green 
tree, and hare made the dry tree to flourish ; I the 
Lord hare spoken and have done it.” 


From the high cedar’s waving top, 
The Lord *‘a tender one” did crop ; 
On Israel’s mountain it was set, 
And with the dew of heaven wet. 


Its stately branches strong and fair, 
With endless verdure flourish there : 
To Zion turn’d, our eyes shall see 
The lofty, healing, shelt’ring tree. 


Its wide and cooling shade shall bring 
To rest *‘all fowl] ofevery wing ;” 

The storm shal] beat, but beat in vain, 
When they the spacious convert gain. 


From Davil rose this tender one, a 

His king, his Lord, and yet his son. 
Him did the Great Supreme ordain, 
On Zion’s “holy bill” to reign. 6 | 


He was that tree whose spreading root ¢ 
Suppli’d each branch with strength and fruit— 
Peace, temp’rance, meekness, joy and love— d 
These sball the mystic union prove: e 


In him the sons of Adam find f 
A shelter from the cruel wind ; 
The raging storm, the melting heat, 
Turn, Lord, to thee our wayward feet. 
Nations and kindreds, tongues, yea all, 
That dwell on tbis terrestrial ball, 
All too in heaven, shail be biest, 
And find in Christ eternal rest. 
RICHARDS. 


a Rev. xxii. 16, ‘*] am the root and the offspring of 
David.” 


b Psalms ii. 6, “*Yet bave I set my king upon my 
holy hill of Zion.” 


c John xv. 5, “I am the vine, ye are the branches.” 
d Gal. v. 22, 23, “But the fruit of the spirit is 


jlove, &c. 


e John xv. 5, **He that abideth in me and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit, for without me ye 
can do nothing.” 


f Ysaiah xxxii. 2, And a man shall be as an hiding} 


place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest ; 
*** as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
jand.” 


mitted tothe public, Onur motto is, Obserre and Pre- 
gerre, and in doing this, it will be the ambition of the 
publisher and editor of the City Record, to draw from 
the mouldering archives of our forefathers the remin- 
iscences of former times, and systematize those impor- 
tant local events. which w']! serve the fature histérian. 
The first newspaper ever issued in North America was 
ithe *“*Boston News-Letter.”? which continued for 72 


/years to be a faithful record of passing events. We 
| have revived the name, and hope to emalate the repu- 
| tation of ‘such an honest chronicler.”” 
' The City Record, and Beston News-Letice wil em- 
| brace a particular account of whatever occurs in Bos- 
— and its vicinity, of an interesting character, which 
may be of consequence to the present or future gener- 
ation, embracing a minute detail of whatever is acted 
upon in the CityCouncil, with due a regard to speeches 
and debates; reports of trials before the Police and 
Municipal Courts, the Laws, Ordinances, &c.; with 
Ohituary Notices of distinguished individuals, 

There will also be a systematic chronicle of fhe most 
remarkable events in America and other parts of the 
known world,—accompanied with observations on the 
prospects of this, and other great commercial cities, 

A distinct historical department is one of the prime 
considerations with the publisher, with a strict refer- 
ence to a collection ef facts, which shall further ela- 
cidate the history of this City, and bring down to pos- 
terity a knowledge of those men who have contributed 
| to ifs importance 





A portion of the Record will be exclusively set apart 
for such advertisements as require to be kept in exist- 
ence ; such as letters of administration orders of courts ; 
l copy rights; notices of removals ; new establishments 

of business ; formation and dissolution of partnerships; 
\sales of real estates, &c. &c. 

In order to render it a volume of value, as a book of 
‘reference, a complete index will be given at the close 
jofthe year, Thus is given a general sketch of what 
| we shall undertake, ard what we hope, by the patron- 
age of aliberal minded public, to accomplish. 





Conditions.—The Reconrn will be printed, with new 
type and on good paper, in an oclaro ferm, of 16 pages 
each number ; forming a convenient volume for bind- 
ing at the close of a year. 

It will be published once a week and issned on Sat- 
jurdays, at fhree dollars per annum ;—$1 payable on 
i delivery of the 2d nnmber, and the remainder at the 
close of. the half year. 

It is contemplated to commence this work on, or he- 
fore the 7th of Janeary next; and those who are dis- 
posed to encourage this undertaking, are respectfally 
solicited to give in their names, to the publisher, at 
No. 2, Congress-square, or to Messrs. Mouroe & Fran- 
lcis, No. 128 Washington-street. 

Boston, August 25, 1825. 








MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 
| By Rev. S. Streeter. on Sabbath evening last, Me. 
!Naham Baldwin to Miss Mary Ann Barnard. Mr, 
| John R. Spiany to Miss Sophia Savory. Mr. Robert 
| Dawesto Miss Mary Ana Wolrott. 
| By Rev. Mr. Pierpont, Mr. John C. Hubbard to 
| Miss Ann Neville. 
| By Rev. Mr. Young, Mr. Francis Dix to Miss Mild- 
red Curtis. 
By Rev. Mr. Walker, Lt. Wm. S, Walker, of the U. 
S. navy, to Miss Caroline Stoddard, daughter of the 
|late Capt. Heury S. of Charlestown. 

By Rev. Mr. Ware, Mr. Henry R. Williams to Miss 
Sarah H. Walker. 








PROPOSALS 
BY 


| ABEL BOWEN; 


FOR PUBLISHING A PAPER, 
TO BE CALLED 


THE CITY RECORD, 


AND 


BOSTON NEWS-LETTER. 


Notwithstanding the multitude of publications which 
traverse every section of the United States, the beralds 


,object a course precisely like that which is here sub- 


DIED IN THiS CITY, 


On Saturday morning, while on a visit at Lancaster, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Guild, relict of the late Benja. Guild, 
Esq. ofthis town. Mr. Wm. Tracy, aged 37. 

On Friday last, Mrs. Mary Hart, aged 49. 

At her residence in Chelsea, on the 26th ult. Mrs. 
Sarah Carey, widew of the late Samuel Cary, Esq. 
aged 72. 

In Cambridge, Eliab Wright, youngest child of Col. 
E. W. Metcali, aged 9 monthe. 

In Plymouth, on 15th imst. Lydia A. daughter of 
Wm. Brown, Esq. 

In Dana, Mss, the wife of John Town, jr. enjoying 





By Rey. Apyen of daily intelligence, there is not one which has for its in her last moments confidence in God, and the tn- 
| umphs of faith. 





